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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM DAVID GALLOWAY  

About the likely effects of the above Bill should it be enshrined into law. There are 

several unintended consequences about which the Committee will no doubt be 

aware and I would like to emphasis our opposition to the terms of this proposed 

legislation by emphasising that it will have far reaching implications for parents, 

children and the police in particular. 

We do not accept that children are in any way abused or even disadvantaged by the 

administration of a minor smack within the context of a stable and loving family 

environment. The effects of this legislation would criminalise parents who use such a 

minor, harmless and traditional means of contributing to discipline and training of 

children. We do not accept that this amounts to child abuse in any way. The law 

already provides for the matter of abuse and assault.   

Furthermore, we believe that parents can be trusted to know best how to manage 

their own offspring and it is certainly not the case that the state can perform any 

more effectively in this regard. In fact the evidence from Scandinavia, in particular, 

suggests the very opposite. The Swedish experience on childhood behaviour is both 

interesting and relevant in the way it informs on this topic.  

Furthermore, we believe that little heed has been given to the practical means of 

enforcing such legislation. It would simply serve to divert professional time away 

from those cases where their ought to be an emphasis and dilute the police and 

social services resources in dealing with irrelevant, minor and inappropriate activity. 

We suggest that the practical outworking of delivering on the intention of this 

legislation has really not been thought through. 

Frankly we are appalled that in our country, where we are struggling to deal with the  

basic provision of educational, social and health support, that our legislators should 

even give priority to this non-issue and to attempt to drive it forwards against the 

evident public opinion which has been well reported. This seems an anathema to us. 

Please be aware that we have a high regard for the protection of children but do also 

register this view as our strongest opposition to the criminalisation of smacking which 

is a significant component of this proposed legislation.  

 

 

 


